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Spoken, Written, Living Word
(Gen 1:3+31,3; Psalm 119:105; Isaiah 40:8;55:11;John1:1)

God has spoken.
Hisword has created everything.
In the beginning.
God saw al
That he had spoken into being,
And it was very good,
His spoken world.

He spoke freedom
To the onesin hisimage.
But then a stumbling
And afalling
And aneed for the path to be lit.
By his power,
Through his people.

It iswritten,
God’'sword,
To stand forever,
To accomplish his purpose.
Spoken and written,
Revealing Jesus.
Word-man,
Word alive, i
Lifeitself, T
Gift-wrapped by his Spirit |
Andofferedtoall . &S
Who will trust and receive E
The rescue package,
And liethe Word
In the world
Until he comes.

Daphne Kitching




From The Manse

Are you facing amgjor decision right now? Are you uncertain about what
direction you should take? My hope is that what you are about to read will help
with an essential step in moving farther along in God' s plan for your life.

When | was ayoung boy, my father would regularly take me W|th him to do his
Saturday errands, usually involving a number of stops v
in the small town where | grew up. Traffic in our
small town was hardly a problem. Nevertheless, asa
young boy, | never crossed a street without holding
my father’s hand. Every time we stood together on the SRS
curb, he would extend his arm toward me, waiting for BEETS
me to take his hand before we crossed to the other
side. | didn’t need to know where Dad was headed or
what we were going to do when we got there. He
knew, my job was simply to take his hand before we
crossed and hold onto it until we safely reached the  §
other side. That's dl | had to do. Such a simple action,
but such avivid, enduring picture in my mind.

Our First Step...Doesn’t it make sense that in every decision we make and
every direction we take, our first step ought to be to take hold of God's
outstretched hand?

Over the last few years, a Scripture that has become especially meaningful to me
is Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV), where God says: “Call to Me, and | will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” As| compared
this passage to similar verses, | discovered one striking truth. Almost without
fail, whenever the Lord tellsusto call to Him, Hisnext words are, “. . . and |

will answer you.”

When we are facing a question of guidance or direction, what should be our first
step? To reach out actively to God' s extended hand and take hold of it. That
action takes the form of calling upon the Lord as afirst priority, assuring Him
we will hold on to Him through the process. The second point | have appreciated
in this passage concerns what the Lord promises to show us. One note in this
tranglation concerning the word “mighty” givesits meaning as “inaccessible.”
There are matters we simply will not know unless our hand isin His. Those
meatters are “inaccessible” to us under normal circumstances. With our hand in
His, they become clear to us. We may not always know where we are headed or
what we are to do. He knows, our job is simply to hold on to His hand as He
leads us “across the street.” Such a basic action, but such an essential step for
each of usin fulfilling His plan.




Putting Your Hand in His...I try hard to live out this concept of deliberately
placing my hand in the Father’s. One principle | especially emphasize is seeking the
Lord sinvolvement first before moving ahead. Reading a book not long ago the
author in a chapter headed “ Waiting for God,” talks about three reasons why we
need to rely upon God' s leading in our lives.

What isit, then, that's so important about waiting for God? What are the results that
it will producein us?1’d like to suggest that in waiting for God we acknowledge
God in avery special way. We give Him His rightful placein our lives. It builds a
relationship with Him that cannot be built in any other way.

In particular, there are three ways we acknowledge God by waiting for Him. First,
we acknowledge God as our source. That’ s why the psalmist said, “Wait for God
only.” He was saying to his own soul, “What you need can only come from God.
There' s no other source for what you need.” So, it’sin vain to turn in any other di-
rection. Y ou have to keep your heart and your mind focused on God by waiting for
Him.

Secondly, we acknowledge God' s sovereignty, and that is so important. The initia-
tiveiswith God. Thetiming iswith God. We can’t tell God when to do it. We have
towait until He in Hisinfinite wisdom reveals the time that it needs to be done.
That way, we are acknowledging God' s sovereignty in our lives.

Thirdly, we're acknowledging
our dependence upon God.
That is something that’ s pain-
ful for al of us, because asa
result of man’sfall, thereis
ingrained in every human be-
ing a deep desire to be inde-
pendent—even to be independ-
ent of God. Waiting for God
deals with thisdesire for inde-
pendence. It continually re-
minds us we are dependent
upon God. Theinitiative
comes from God. The only sourceis God. And so it humbles and subdues that car-
nal impulse in us which is continually striving to be independent of God.

May you receive strength and assurance as you forge ahead into your future as a
follower of Jesus Christ, al the while holding on to your Father’ s hand.

Y our Friend and minister
David




SERVICES OGTOBER 2011

1st Oct 11.00 am Rev David Malcolm
Harvest Thanksgiving

6.00 pm Rev David \Malcolm

9" Oct 11.00 an Rev David Malcolm
6.00 pm Rev David Malcolm

16" Oct 11.00 an Rev David Malcolm
6.00.om Rev David Malcolm

23" Oct 11.00 an Rev David Malcolm
6.00 pm Rev David Malcolm

30" Oct 11.00 an Rev David Malcolm

Suffering Church Sunday

6.00 pm Rev David Malcolm

6™ Nov 11.00 am Rev David Macolm
Communion

6.00 pm Rev David Malcolm

Kathleen Millar

A Service will be held in our church on Wednesday
5™ October at 7.00 pm, at which Kathleen Millar, a
member of our congregation, will be“set gpart” asa
Reader in the Church of Scotland. Thisisthe
culmination of alengthy period of training which she
has undertaken.

The Service will be conducted by the Presbytery
Moderator, Rev Sandra Black, and al members and
friends are warmly welcomed to attend. Kathleen
would be most appreciative of your support.

After the Service there will be a short social.

CAMEO
On Tuesday 11" October we welcome John Martindaleto our meeting
with some “Magic Moments’........ 36 Dinmont Road at 7.30 pm




Wednesday 5" October , at 2 pm, marks the start of

IR
GU‘[D | the new session of The Guild. Asusual we have a
— - _J . very varied programme for the year. Hereis ataster:-
o October Programme
*  October 5"  Rev David Malcolm
October 19"  Mr Andrew Johnston
Govanhill Baths Trust.

Do come and join us, awarm welcome is extended to existing and new
members.

Our ‘ Coffee Afternoon’ is on Saturday 15™ October, not to be missed un-
less you're on adiet. Our Guild baking is second to none.
Ruby Smith ( Secretary)

Thanks to afaithful few, the Men’s Association
continues to offer the opportunity for men in the
congregation to meet together in fellowship. We
would welcome new members, essential if the
Association isto continue. Sinceit has been in
existence for nearly 60 yearsit would be a great pity
to see it wither through lack of support.

We meet on the fourth Monday of each month from
September until April (with possibly a slight change of date in
December.)

Our first meeting this session will be on Monday,24™ October when
welcome as our speaker our Honorary President, Rev David Malcolm.
Malcolm MacSween (President)

“THRESHOLD GLASGOW”

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA in QUEEN’'S PARK PARISH CHURCH
FRIDAY 7t OCTOBER at 7.00PM
Tickets £5.00 (Tel. 0141 551 9204).

Forget " Tin the Park”or “Take That”or” Last Night at the Proms” -
come along to see REAL talent! (A Fund raising event to help
towards our Christmas Party.)




() CLUB 170
Asthis magazine is given out, we will be celebrating Harvest
within our congregation.
It is hoped to be able to give out a harvest bag after the meal at
the club on harvest Sunday.
Asweal givethanksfor God's harvest of food, we can also
give thanks for God' s harvest of people who have come along
to the club for some time, and have decided to attend the Alpha coursein
our church. We pray that thiswill be avaluable and encouraging time for
each one.

As aways thanks from the team to everyone who provides for the
work of Club 170, with donations of money, food, time and with prayer.
These thanks come from the peopl e as they enjoy the meal and as they
leave each week. Betty Roberts

If your cat had a Bible.......
“ Onthefirst day of creation, God made the cat.
On the second day, He created man to serve the cat.

On the third day, God made all the animals of the earth to serve as
food for the cat.

On the fourth day, He created honest toil, so that man could labour for
the good of the cat.

On the fifth day, God created expensive furniture so that the cat would
have objects on which to sharpen its claws.

On the sixth day, God
created veterinary science to
keep the cat healthy and the
man broke.

On the seventh day, God tried
to rest, but He had to clean
out the litter box.”

B




Fenelon’s Formula

What is your prayer lifelike? Francois Fenelon,
who lived in France in the 17" Century, offered
the following insights. It’s atried and trusted
formulaworth following.

“ Tell God al that isin your heart, as one
unloads one' s heart, its pleasure and its pains, to
adear friend. Tell him your troubles that he may
comfort you; tell him your longings that he may
purify them; tell him your dislikes that he may
help you conquer them; tell him your
temptations that he may shield you from them;
show him the wounds of your soul that he may
heal them; lay bare your indifference to good, your depraved taste for evil,
your instability.

“ Tell him how self-love makes you unjust to others, how vanity tempts you
to be insincere, how pride hides you from yourself and from others. If you
thus pour out all your weaknesses, needs and troubles, there will e no lack of
what to say. Y ou will never exhaust the subject, for it is being continually
renewed.

“People who have no secrets from each other never want for subjects of
conversation. They do not weigh their words, for there is nothing to be held
ysm Dack. Neither do they seek for something to say. They talk out of the
/] abundance of their heart. Without consideration, they say just what
they think. When they ask, they ask in faith, confident that they will
be heard. Blessed are those who attain such familiar unreserved
communication with God.”

ADVANCE NOTICE
CHRISTMAS FAIR

SATURDAY 26" NOVEMBER 2011
10am -2pm

Al the usual stalls — plus some sur prises!




Policing our lawless society

Don Axcdll isthe executive director of the Christian Police Association.
Hewrites:-

“ The Christian Police Association (founded in 1883) has recognised that
community relations are important and have adopted the slogan’ Reaching
out....building bridges.’

Sir Robert Peel set out his principles at the beginning of the 19™ century —
policing has to be with the consent and support of the public.

The scenes of violence and mindless criminality on our streets this summer
were perhaps only to be expected. For anumber of decades we have
witnessed a decline in moral standards and a breakdown in discipline.....
two or three generations have grown up in ablame culture where every
problem is someone else' s fault, not their own. Accepting persondl
responsibility for our actions has become the exception. Many young people
have no respect for parents, teachers or any figure of authority. Asaresult,
they demand respect as a right, not something to be earned.

| do not want to pinpoint particular reasons for this breakdown, asthere are
others more qualified than | to do so. Rather, | want to look at that group in
society expected to sort out the grievances of all and sundry to the
satisfaction of all —the men and women of the Police Service. It isthey who
have to be berated and not shout back; who have to stand between good and
bad, taking insult and accusation from all sides, knowing that there will
always be one party who will go away dissatisfied..... It isthey who will
have to face the rocks, rubble and petrol bombs with the knowledge that
some of them are going to be injured.

It is the officers who will go out on the streets that we need to remember in
prayer and give our support .. They do not know from one minute to the next
what dangers they will face.... Waiting anxiously will be families and loved
ones dreading the phone call or knock at the door to inform them that
someone will not be coming home any time
Soon.

Thereis socia breakdown in certain areas, but it
isthe Christian community which can make Y
strides towards rebuilding it again. My prayer is &8
that each person reading this will pledge
themselvesto do all in their power to restore a
godly society to this beloved land of ours.”




10.
How Other Christians Have To Live

Christian familieskilled as violence continuesin Nigeria

A pregnant woman in labour was among 14 members of an extended
Christian family killed by Muslimsin Nigeria, as brutal violence continuesin
Plateau State and the death tally tops 100.

Gunmen carried out amidnight raid on the village of Vwang Kogot on 10
September; they shot or hacked to death the 14 family members.

In another attack, gunmen killed seven children, their father and a neighbour
in the mainly Christian village of Barkin Ladi, on 8 September.

More than 100 people have been killed in the sectarian violence.

Estimated 700 Christian girlsannually kidnapped and forcibly married
to captorsin Pakistan

The abduction and forced conversion to Islam of Christian girls who are then
married against their will to their captorsis adisturbing and growing trend in
Pakistan; it is estimated that there are over 700 cases every year.

One of the latest incidents involved a 14-year-old girl, Mehek Rashid, who
was kidnapped at gunpoint from her home in Shisharwali, Gujranwala, by a
gang of five armed Muslim men. One of her abductors yelled that he would
purify Mehek by converting her to Islam before marrying her. The loca
authorities are refusing to investigate the case, apparently because the
assailants are from a prominent Muslim family.

Muslimsbarricade Christiansin Egyptian village over church dispute
Christians were barricaded in their Egyptian village by local Mudlims who threat-
ened to demolish a newly-built church and use it as a mosque.

The Christian residents of EImarinab in Edfu, Aswan province, were blocked from
leaving their homes, even to buy food, until the domes of St George's Church were
removed. The church minister said that doing so would cause the building to col-
lapse.

The century-old church of St George was rebuilt — with permission from the Aswan
governor — because its dil apidated state made it unsafe to use for services. Local
Muslims made no complaint about the rebuilding until the work was nearly com-
plete and services were being held there.

At a“reconciliation” meeting on 2 September, Christians — for the sake of peace —
conceded to the Muslims' demands that the building be stripped of crosses and bells,
despite the permit allowing these items as well as the domes.

But this was apparently not enough to placate the Muslims, who, four days later,
demanded the removal of the domes also and any other sign of its being a church.
They are claiming that the previous building was not a church but a hospitality
home, despite valid documents to the contrary.




9" Oct  F.Campbell M. Borland
16" Oct  B. Roberts A. Gardiner
2390ct  A.Inglis |. Haddow
30"Oct  B. Roberts M. Carvil
Thank you to those who continue to come
along each week for duty. Asawaysif you
cannot manage please change or contact me (586 4294). Betty Roberts

ANOTHER REMINDER !!
GUILD COFFEE AFTERNOON
Sat. 15" October 2pm-4pm
Tickets £2.00 now on sale.

THANK YOU

FromMorag Reid : “ Words aretotally inadequate to
express the shock, surprise and delight that were mine
as| came into the Welcome Hall on 4™ September. i
At first, | thought I’ d forgotten a catering engagement. |
Then | realised it was for me on my resignation as '
Pathfinder Superintendent. My thanks are dueto all
who prepared the meal and to all who contributed to
the most generous voucher to be used at Braehead.”

Counting Teams Rota
The Team for Sunday 11th September to Sunday 2nd October
inclusiveis
M. Carvil, M. Yorston, L. Boyle, A. Watt
If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a
substitute or contact Lindsay Macqueen
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OCTOBER 2011

Faith Schools
Dr Harry Reid and the Rev Ewan Aitken discuss whether the Church of
Scotland should set up its own schools.

Plus. The Big Question: Are faith schools important in the Scotland of
today?

An Autumn Passion

Jackie Macadam highlights a new Passion Play which will be staged in
Glasgow on 6" October.

Heaven and Hell

The inspiration behind a contemporary exhibition celebrating the 400™
anniversary of the King James Bible.
A Retro Tent of Meeting. _
Steve Brown describes how a 1967 VW camper is |
bringing a mobile ‘ sacred space’ to communities |
across Scotland.

Part of the Team

The Moderator explains why people are the
Church’ s best resource.

The Growing Church

Thomas Baldwin discovers a‘work in progress' in
Penicuik.

Buddies Treasure.

John R Hume reflects on the history and legacy of Oakshaw Trinity Church
in Paisley.

A Box of Blessings

Graham Fender-Allison introduces a resource which seeks to find new ways
of talking to God.

Bridges Between Testaments
In the first of six studies the Very Rev Gilleasbuig Macmillan asks what it
means to be human.

Plus: All the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords —all for
just £1.80

Online: Follow Life and Work a facebook.com/life and work and on
twitter.com/cofdlifeandwork.
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Church Register

Correction In reporting the baptism of little Zoe Eilidh William last
month, it was wrongly stated that her elder sister Zara had been
baptised on the same day. Zara was, of course, baptised during the
ministry of Rev Malcolm Duff. Apologies.

A GLASGOW PASSION PLAY

Most people will have heard about the Oberammergau Passion Play
which takes place once every ten years. Some members of our
congregation have even been lucky enough to have been there. It is of
course very traditional, with the actors wearing the dress of First
Century Palestine.

Well on Thursday 6™ October the people of Glasgow have the chance
to see an up-to-date version taking place in George Square. “The
Glasgow Passion “ will have a cast of around 40, some professionals
but the majority amateurs.

The setting isin the near future. Jesus is represented as an activist
confronting the decadence of our society, the corruption of politicians,
the press and business practices. It does not assume that everyoneis
familiar with the story as told in the gospels, but people will find it easy
to connect with the devel oping events and rel ate them to our own times.
The action will move around the Square scene by scene, backed by a
choir of some 200 drawn from Glasgow churches, and actors will move
through the spectators freely.

One of the actors says, “ It'snot a‘preachy’ story —it redly tellsthe
story of people and how they treat each other. It’s easy to like Jesus and
relate to him. He' s not a stranger-he’ s afriend, an equal almost.
Someone like us.”

“ The Glasgow Passion” is afree show, and access to George Squareis
by ticket only ( because of health and safety concerns and the need to
control movement.) However tickets are free, and there are 5,000 of
them available so there will be no problem if you want to go
along.Contact www.glasgowpassion.co.uk for further details.

L et uspray that the weather on the evening of 5" October will be
fair!



www.glasgowpassion.co.uk

14

SECURITY ROTA

The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated.

CHURCH VESTIBULE DUTY —SUNDAY S

9" October

16" October

23" October

30" October

6" November

The following Members are asked to take duty on the following Sundays:-

MORNINGS

Mrs. M. Coubrough
MissL. Boyle

Mrs. A. M. Gardiner
Mrs. B. McGinnigle
Mrs. W. Bradley
Mrs. L. Wood

Mrs. A. Nell

Mrs. D. Ndlovu
Mrs. M. Carvel

Mr. R. McCallum
Mrs. J. McCallum
Mrs. E. McNicoll
Mr. P. Brown

Mrs. A. Coleman
Mrs. M. Cunningham
Mrs. R. smith

Mrs. M. Coubrough
MissL. Boyle

Mrs. A. M. Gardiner
Mrs. B. McGinnigle

EVENINGS
Miss L. Flower

Mr. M. MacSween
Mr. G. Gardiner
Miss M. Davidson
Mrs. I. Haddow
Miss M. Percy
Mrs. J. McNae
Mrs. V. Murray
Mrs. M. Brindle

Miss M. Percy

OFFERING DUTIES

Sunday 11" September to Sunday 2" October 2011

Back Pews

Left Side Pews

Left Centre Chairs
Right Side Pews
Right Centre Chairs

Evenings

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy (Tele.

No. 632 0363)

Mrs. C. McKenzie
Mr. M. MacSween
Mr. D. Flower

Mrs. J. McCallum
Mr. R. McCallum

Miss M. Percy




INTIMATIONS

wh e

The Kirk Session will meet on Tuesday 15th November 2011
Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 18th October 2011
Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without

delay to Rev David Macolm ( 634 1097),or by email at DavidS

Malcolm@aol.com., failing which to the Session Clerk (427 3999).
4.  Any person who would like to become a communicant member of

the church should speak to the minister.

5.  Thenext datefor handing in
Sunday 25th September.

material for the Magazineis

15.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 21st AUGUST 2011

Open Plate

Freewill Offerings

Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total

Average per Sunday

Other Income

£200 for The Leprosy Mission

£280 donations for General Fund
£449 for Africa Appeal

M. Borland, Treasurer

£ 3,627
£ 5570
£ 24894
£ 34,001
£ 1,003

£5,000 legacy from M. Magowan for Flower Fund

GENERAL FABRIC FUND

Balanceat 1/1/11 £17,687
+ Income £ 181

£17,868
- Expenditure £ 6797
Balance at 21/8/11 £11,071

RENOVATION FUND 1

Balanceat 1.1.11 £10,711
Donations, Grants, eic £ 420
Env & Standing Orders £ 2,820

£13,951
Expenditure £ 8,898
Balance at 21/8/11 £ 5,053
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CENTRE <-PAGES

SPOTLIGHT ON SCRIPTURE

James Chapter 2: w 14-26
Study Five: How Faith Works

Reflection:
When severa people pull together their
efforts to meet a crisis, an amazing
dynamic seems to take over. Perhaps
the benefits of working together are
amost as great as the benefits of help-
ing someone. Think of atime when you
saw agroup of peoplerally around
someone in need. What motivated the
group to help that person? Were they
Christian or
not?

Situation:
Remember
that James was
writing to
believerswho
were" scattered everywhere in the
world”. This being the case, James
addressed broader issues of faith that
were not culture bound or place bound.
In his blunt, straightforward way,
James minced no words when it came
to faith and works. Using some heavy
duty Old Testament examples, he ar-
guesthat alife of faith should be a
ctive and proactive.

Bible Reading: Read James 2: wl4-
26

Exploration:
Please read and answer the following
guestions.

1) Why isfaith without works dead?
2) How isliving faith demonstrated?
3) How do some people rationalise
inactive faith?

4) Explain why mere belief in God is
not enough.

5) How did Abraham and Rahab
demonstrate their faith?

Inspiration:

You and | have the privilege to do for
others.....what God does for us. How do
we show peoplethat we believein
them?

SHOW UP...Nothing takes the place of
your presence. Letters are nice, phone
calls are nice, however, being therein
the flesh sends a message...Do you
believe in your children? Then show up,
show up at their games, show up at their
plays, show up at whatever they are
doing. It may not be possible to make
each one, but it’'s sure worth the effort.
An elder in my old church supports me
and Donna with his presence. Whenever
| aminvited to speak elsewhere, he will
show up. He does nothing, says little,
just takes a seat and smiles when we
make eye contact. It means alot to me.
Do you believe in your friends? Then
show up Show up during their time of
need, spend time with them. Do you
want to bring out the best in someone?
THEN SHOW UP.

LISTEN UP...You don't have to speak
to encourage. The Bible says “It is best
to listen much, speak little” (James of




1:19) We tend to speak much and listen
little. Thereisatime to speak, but thereis
also atimeto quiet. That’swhat my father
does. Missing a penalty may not be abig
deal to most people, but if you are ten
years old and have aspirations of being a
professional footballer, it isabig deal.
Not only wasit my second error of the
match but also gave the victory to the oth-
er team. | didn't even go back to the
changing rooms. | turned around in the
middle of pitch and climbed over the wall
and left. | was halfway home when my
father found me. He didn't say aword.
Just pulled over to the side of the road,
leaned across the seat and opened the pas-
senger door, we didn’t speak one word to
each other, we didn’t need to. We both
knew the world had come to an end.
When we got home, | went straight to my
room and he went straight to the kitchen.
Soon afterwards my dad stood in front of
me with aglass of juice and sweets. My
dad never said aword....BUT HE DID
SHOW UP.

SPEAK UP...Thisisatrue story about
the American author Nathaniel Haw-
thorne. He came home heartbroken one
day. He had just been fired from his job,
his wife, rather than responding with anxi-
ety surprised him with joy. “Now you can
write your book.” He wasn't so positive
“and what shall we live on while I’ m writ-
ing it?" To his amazement she opened a
drawer and

revealed alarge amount of money she had
been saving out of the housekeeping
budget. “I always knew you were a man
of genius’ shetold him. “1 always knew
you would write amasterpiece.” She
believed in her husband and because she
believed in him, he wrote his book.

Because he wrote his book almost if not
every library in America has a copy of his
book.

We have the power to change

someone’ s life simply by the words we
speak. “Death and life are in the power of
thetongue” (Proverbs 18:21)

Reaction: How have you reacted?

6) What steps can you take to “ show up”
and practice true Christianity through
your words and other ways?

7) Why isit important to help others?
8)  How ishelping others part of a
disciplined spiritual life?

9) List waysyou can reach out to some-
onein need in your immediate circum-
stances.

10) How does spiritual discipline help us
to practice true Christianity?

Life Lessons:

The Bible describes faith as belief that
results in a dynamic, active response to
God' s grace. The belief and trust part fo-
cuses on God, and the active part

focuses on gratitude and obedience. Faith
isnot “belief in works” or even “belief in
faith” but it is works coming out of a set-
tled trust in God. Both workless faith and
faithless work fall short.

Authentic faith trusts and obeys.

Y our friend and minister
David Malcolm




ALMOST CHRISTIAN ?

When the Apostle Paul
defended himself before
King Agrippa (Acts:
Chapter 26)he was deding [&
not with a Roman, but
with aJew (well at least a
half-Jew). He challenged
him to reflect on what the |
prophets of old had said

about the coming Messiah. Agrippawas
abit nonplussed and exclaimed at one
point (verse 28 (AV) : * Almost thou
persuadest meto bea Christian.” Other
Bible trandations render the verse thus:’
Do you think that in such a short time
you can persuade meto bea

Christian.” (NIV) But in the end he side
-stepped Paul’ s challenge and

retreated into his‘comfort zone.’

In 2005 in the USA there was a magjor
survey of the religious beliefs of young
people. It found that young Americans
believed that God exists; that he wants
people to be good nice and fair to each
other; that the central goal in lifeisto
feel happy and good about oneself; that
God is not involved in our lives except
when we need help with a problem; and
that people go to heaven when they die.

The authors of the Report called this
kind of comforting belief system ‘Mord
Therapeutic Deism’ or MTD for short.
Anditisunlikely that a

similar survey in the UK would come
up with findings very much different.
Paul Richardson, writing in the Church
of England Newspaper (22™ July 2011)
comments that this watered- down
version of Christianity is probably a
good summary of what many churches,

both in America and the UK actually
preach and teach. It is comforting, yes, but
not challenging. It provides areassuring
background against which people can live
their lives, with a vague sense that they are
meaningful. What it lacksis any true
understanding of what Christ actually said.
‘If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me.” ( Mark 8:34).

It isinescapable. To read the gospel
listening for God' svoiceisto realise that
we are being challenged to follow a
sacrificia lifestyle, not just to ‘ be good
and nice and fair to each other’,

admirable though these qualitiesare. MTD
may indeed be a soothing belief system,
but it is not the Christianity of the Bible.
What islacking is a proper understanding
that the Risen Christ is dive and active in
the world today. He is still asking for a
decision .’ Follow me.” he says .Itisal too
easy to follow the example of Agrippaand
avoid the challenge. We have all done
that!

Why? Because we know it requires full
commitment and could require personal
sacrifice.

But, if through Christ’ s death and
resurrection the whole world will be
brought to redemption, isit not a
privilege to be given the opportunity to
play apart in the great drama of
salvation?

‘Moral Therapeutic Deism’ means to
remain a spectator and to
misunderstand what Christianity isall
about. MDM



SU 'DAILY BREAD' NOTES::

OCTOBER OCTOBER
Counting the cost Tue 18 Acts 13: 26-52
Sat 1 Daniel 6 Wed 19 Acts 14: 1-7
Sun 2 Psalm 37 Thur 20 Acts 13: 8-20
Mon 3 Luke 14:25-35 Fri 21 Acts 14: 21-28
Tue 4 Luke 15:1-10 Sat 22 2 Kings 7:3-11
Wed 5 Luke 15: 11-32 Sun 23 Psalm 120
Thur 6 Luke 16: 1-18 Mon 24 Acts 15: 1-11
Fri 7 Luke 16: 19-31 Tue 25 Acts 15: 12-21
Sat 8 Hosea 11 Wed 26 Acts 15:22-35
Sun 9 Psalm 78: 1-39 Thur 27 Acts 15:36-16:15
Mon 10 Luke 17: 1-10 Fri 28 Acts 16: 16-40
Tue 11 Luke 17: 11-19 Sat 29 3 John

Wed 12 Luke 17: 20-37 Sun 30 Psalm 83

Thur 13 Luke 18: 1-8 What a saviour !

Fri 14 Luke 18: 9-17 Mon 31 Isaiah 40: 1-11
Sat 15 Luke 18: 18-30 NOVEMBER

Sun 16 Psalm 78: 40-72 Tue 1 Isaiah 40: 12-31
A bubbling-over faith Wed 2 Isaiah 41

Mon 17 Acts 13: 13-25 Thur 3 Isaiah 42:1-9

WAY IN.... toLUKE 14:25-16:31

Luke's Gospd was written, with Acts, as atwo-part history of the good news about
Jesus and the birth of the church. Luke was a Gentile, a Greek, a doctor by
profession and well-versed in the culture of the Greek-speaking world.

After much research, heiswriting to a Greek friend, Theophilus, hoping that he and
other Gentiles might be able to “know with certainty” the truth about Jesus.
Reading his account centuries later, in our sceptical age, it is heartening to see how
he bothered to investigate so thoroughly the life of Jesus so that people like us with
no first-hand access to Jesus' earthly ministry could come to know him.

These chapters contain some of Jesus' most beautiful and revolutionary teaching,
particularly relevant to people like us who did not grow up in first-century Jewish
religious culture. Luke records how Jesus introduced his hearersto a God who is
concerned for sinners and takes the initiative, coming from a comfortable place
(heaven) to search for lost people in order to restore us to loving relationship with
him.

Jesusis clear —the cost for those who want to be his disciplesis high: we must
surrender everything.

But thereisacost to God also... . he bears the shame and pain of putting things right
again. Amy Orr-Ewing
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